Papillary serous adenocarcinoma of the ovary diagnosed after malignant pericardial tamponade and embolic stroke.
Epithelial carcinomas of the ovary are predominantly an intraperitoneal disease. Reports of epithelial ovarian carcinomas metastatic to the pericardium are rare. A 43-year-old woman was admitted with symptoms of a pericardial tamponade, as well as an embolic cerebrovascular accident, and transferred to the ICU where a pericardiocentesis was performed. Cytology revealed malignant cells in the pericardial fluid. CT scan of the abdomen and pelvis revealed bilateral pelvic masses. A laparotomy revealed a papillary serous adenocarcinoma of ovarian primary and an infarcted spleen with capsular tumor metastases. The malignant cells in the pericardial fluid were consistent with the ovarian primary. Ovarian cancer metastasis to the heart and pericardium presented an aggressive variant of tumor spread with significant morbidity and subsequent mortality.